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The next time you pull into 
the St. Wilfrid's parking lot 
on your way to Sunday ser-
vices, and you have that extra 

moment or two,take a look around at 
our church campus. Should you at first 
look upward you’ll discover the tree 
trimming and shaping  that has been 
done in anticipation of the coming 
spring;a glance downward will reveal 
all the wonderful new slate work  on the 
parking islands. There’s a new campus-
directory sign placed just across from 
the narthex entry, as well as a brand-
new fire-alarm panel within the narthex 
itself—and, oh yes, who could miss 
those beautiful stained-glass panels? 
The things you may not notice  as you 
continue to glance about are those 
ubiquitous plastic buckets that always 
announced the arrival of our rainy 
season (and the dampened floors that 

came along with them),or those slightly 
raised sidewalks as you passed by the 
classrooms on your way in.

All of these improvements are the 
result of some truly dedicated volun-
teers here at St. Wilfrid’s—Dick Sneary, 
Jim O’Connell, Roger Brandt, and Ron 
Tenace, as well as Bill Hutchinson and 
Bill Dawson, our very own stained-glass 
team. These men have donated hun-
dreds upon hundreds of hours,  while 
saving St. Wilfrid’s thousands upon 
thousands of dollars, maintaining and 
improving our beloved church and its 
grounds. They do the kind of selfless 
work that frequently goes unnoticed but 
should not go unsung! The next time 
you see one of them in church or  work-
ing at this or that task, take notice and 
spend a extra moment or two to extend 
a heartfelt thank you—you can still save 
your singing for the service.

Keeping up appearances
Surely you’ve noticed some of the sprucing 
up that’s occurred around the church in recent 
months; thanks go to our buildings-and-grounds 
volunteers for keeping it all in tip-top shape! 
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mats, or else as text in the body of an e-mail. 
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. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist Adult Formation
7:30 and 10 a.m. 8:45 a.m.

Nursery, 8:30–11:30 a.m. (Room 1)

Children’s Christian Formation: 
. Sunday School
    9:45–10:45 a.m., Level I (The Sheepfold, 

ages 3–6), Level II (The Vineyard, ages 
6–9)  and Level III (The Golden Thread, 
ages 9–11)

. Youth Bible Study
    8:45 a.m., Grades  6–8
. Confirm Not Conform
    8:45 a.m., High school grades
. Sunday School Exploration Time
    8:45–9:45 a.m., Atriums open to kids

 Healing Service
Third Sunday of the month, 6 p.m.

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Morning Eucharist, 7 a.m.
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CLARION

CAMPUS MAINTENANCE

By Tom Wesley, Junior Warden

Thank you to everyone who came 
out and participated in the "Pain-
less  to all the those that came 

and participated in the Christmas pag-

eant at the early service on Christmas 
Eve. We had a fabulous turnout, and all 
of the children helped to create a very 
beautiful service!

By Debbie Pratt, Preschool Director

‘Painless’ Christmas Pageant was indeed so
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A Lenten journey  
towards compassion
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FROM THE RECTOR » THE REV. MICHAEL ARCHER

I
n just a few days we will join Christians around the 
world in a deep spiritual exercise. For 40 days we 
are invited to intentionally open the deepest parts 
of ourselves to the examining, convicting, renewing 
probe of God’s Holy Spirit. Lent is a season to slow 

down . . . take deep breaths... set aside the tyranny of that 
sometimes overwhelming drive to succeed and evaluate just 
how we have defined success. 

Does it measure up to the teachings 
of Christ? 

Does the life I am leading follow the 
example of Jesus?

What in my life would need to change 
in order for me to truly be the person that 
God created me to be?

The Epistle readings in the weeks of 
Epiphany have invited us quite power-
fully to this Lenten journey. The Apostle 
Paul reminds us that there are many 
different types of spiritual gifts, all 
coming from the same Source. Those 
gifts are given to each of us . . . and, yes, 
we DO all have gifts . . . for the common 
good. We are all part of one body, indis-
pensable, indeed quite essential one to 
another. My purpose in this world finds 

fulfillment in the context of community. 
The exercise of our gifts in community 
enriches each of our lives individually. 

Then Paul reminds us that know-
ing our gifts and exercising our gifts 
is not enough. Our gifts, regardless of 
how great, are nothing without love (I 
Corinthians 13). Knowing and using my 
gifts under duress won’t cut it. Exercis-
ing my gifts in order to be seen and 
applauded by others misses the point. 
Gifts acknowledged and exercised from 
a heart of genuine compassion, for the 
benefit of others, is the core of Christian 
living.

How then, do we get to that state of 
living? Compassion, is it a feeling or an 
action? Both?

Karen Armstrong, in her book A Com-
passionate Life in 12 Steps, writes:

“Compassion is not simply a matter 
of feeling sympathetic towards some-
body else (though it can, of course, 
include this). Emotions are ephemeral, 
they come and go but true compassion 
demands an act of will, a conscious 
determination to dethrone yourself 
from the centre of your world and put 
another there.”

You are invited to join me on a jour-
ney this Lenten season. Beginning on 
Sunday February 17 we will dive into 
Karen Armstrong’s book, reflecting on 
each of the 12 steps that she outlines 
over the course of 40 days. Please note 
how this will differ from book studies in 
recent years. The study will take place 
during the Adult Forum hour, 8:45 a.m. 
on Sundays through Palm Sunday, and 
on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. in 
Sacquety Hall. Books are available for 
purchase in the courtyard each Sunday 
or in the Church Office during the week.

May this Holy Lent mold us all more 
and more into the compassionate com-
munity of action that God has called 
us to be.

In the month of December the preschool 
was involved in many acts of service in 
our church community. The preschool 
parents came together to share their love 

and kindness to those less fortunate.
 We kicked off a food drive to help BCIS 

(Beach Cities Interfaith Services) along with a 
Scholastic Book Fair fundraiser, in addition to 
giving gifts to those children in need. 

We also worked together with “Laundry 
Love,” as our parents donated food our teach-
ers cooked, and we all served Christmas 
dinner to those less fortunate. 

Our goal at the preschool is to continue to 
work together to provide a strong connection 
to our church community.

Preschool participates in food drive, ‘Laundry Love’
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Take up your cross:  
The call to servant leadership

I  remember in my teenage years 
being very proud to call myself 
a Christian.  I was beginning to 
understand and be elated by the 
love and grace of God in my life.  

I had heard about what seemed like 
a next step, being a disciple of Jesus, 
someone who followed and learned by 
Jesus’ example, and I was anxious to 
know what that entailed.

I dutifully went to youth Bible study, 
where I wanted to know what glories 
awaited me next.  Jesus’ words leapt off 
the page and stunned my heart, “Then 
he said to them all: ‘Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross daily and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save their 
life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me will 
save it. What good is it for 
someone to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit 
their very self?’”  (Luke 
9:23–25)

I understood, for the first 
time as a young person, that 
being a Christian was not 
about self-fulfillment, but 
rather about self-emptying 
and self-denial.  In the MTV 
world in which I was growing up, this 
was radical.

As I write this reflection, it is the 
morning of my 4th anniversary of ordi-
nation to the priesthood.  One of my 
most vivid memories from the morning 
of my ordination is of laying face down 
(the fancy word for that is “prostrate”) 
on the ground.  

There I was, with nine other ordi-
nands, in this soaring, spectacular 
cathedral in downtown Los Angeles.  
We were to be draped in fine vestments 
and called “priest” for the first time.  In 
all of the pomp and circumstance and 
finery of the day, I recall facing the floor 
the most.  

I was told that I was being called to be 
both a shepherd and servant of people.  
Bishop Bruno had just boomed with his 
big voice, “So great a task can be carried 
out only in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to whom we now pray.”

And everyone gathered sang the 
ancient 9th-century words, Veni Creator 
Spiritus, “Come, Holy Spirit.”  And at 
this point I lay prostrate on the floor 
surrendering myself to God and to the 
church.

This position, practically biting the 
dust that came off people’s feet who had 
walked there before, was a reminder 
not only of what being in the church is 
all about, but what being a Christian is 
all about.  

At the Last Supper in the account 
of the Gospel of Luke, Jesus offers the 
bread and wine as his body given and 
blood poured out for his disciples.  And, 
almost immediately following the meal, 
the disciples miss the point.  They begin 
to argue about who will be the greatest 
among them.

Jesus responds by saying, “For who is 
greater, the one who is at the table or the 
one who serves? Is it not the one who is 
at the table? But I am among you as one 
who serves.”

Over the past four years serving as 
a priest at St. Wilfrid’s, I have come 
to find the greatest joys emerge from 
the lowest points up—meeting people 

in their moments of deepest darkness 
or grief; encountering a ministry that 
has died or is dying, yet longing for 
resurrection life; literally sleeping on 
the floor—both inside and outside—for 
nights on end so youth can engage in 
mission and Christian formation; join-
ing with other sleep-deprived, faithful 
Christians in the dark hours of Easter 
Vigil or Christmas worship.

These are the places where “so great 
a task can be carried out only by the 
power of the Holy Spirit to whom we 
pray.”

And to these places we are each called.
By our Baptism, as Christians, you 

and I are both called to do the work 
of ministry.  You and I are both called 

to deny ourselves, take up 
our cross, and follow Jesus.  
You and I are both called 
to serve.  And it is by our 
service together, with the 
uplifting of the Holy Spirit, 
that we lead the church.

At my ordination, ALL of 
us gathered in that place 
renewed our baptismal 
vows.  So my mom, dad, 
sister, spouse, and all of you 
who were in attendance that 

day said together, 
"We are no longer our own but yours.  

Put us to what you will, rank us with 
whom you will; put us to doing, put us 
to suffering; let us be employed for you 
or laid aside for you; exalted for you or 
brought low for you; let us be full, let us 
be empty; let us have all things, let us 
have nothing.  We freely and wholeheart-
edly yield all things to your pleasure and 
disposal.  And now, glorious and blessed 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are 
ours and we are yours.  So be it.  And the 
covenant which we have made on earth 
let it be ratified in heaven."  

So be it.
Amen.

‘You and I are both called to deny 
ourselves, take up our cross, and 

follow Jesus.  You and I are both called 
to serve.  And it is by our service 

together, with the uplifting of the Holy 
Spirit, that we lead the church.’
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On  t h e  t h i r d 
Sunday of each 
month, at 6 p.m., 
a few parishio-

ners gather in the church 
for the healing service. The 
service is peaceful, with soft 
music to lift the soul. Father 
Michael will talk of what is 
relevant in our lives today 
and scripture will be read. 
Father Michael will ask for 
God’s healing presence and 
we pray together and indi-
vidually for the person who 
is asking for God’s help.  

This service is the most 

powerful expression of God’s 
grace and love that I have 
ever experienced. I have seen 
this grace and love passed to 
new deacons and priests by 
a bishop laying hands upon 
them, but this is personal. I 
am able to feel the cleansing 
of my mind, body and spirit 
after Father Michael has 
laid his hands on me and he 
asks for God’s healing, and 
as Father Michael anoints 
me with holy oil; it feels like 
a direct line to God. After 
being blessed in this most 
intense manner it is difficult 

to rise from one’s knees, not 
because of any physical dif-
ficulty but by an emotional 
and spiritual knowledge 
that God just spoke to me. I 
am filled with the full rec-
ognition of how much a 
child of God I am, and how 
much I need God to see me 
through each and every 
day. This love permeates 
my body to my very bones. I 
am comforted and my faith 
is strengthened and my per-
sonal relationship with God 
is confirmed.

Anyone who loves God 

and believes in the power 
of prayer will leave knowing 
our Lord is indeed in their 
lives in a very real sense.

For those people who are 
new to this service, the heal-
ing is not only for physical 
ailments but also for the 
healing of our spirit and our 
relationship with God. There 
are no sacramental gifts of 
bread and wine, no offering 
taken except the offering of 
ourselves, but we do receive 
God’s grace and a perhaps-
previously unknown gift  
of peace.
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What is a healing service? 
By Roger Leachman

HOMELESS: 
The Motel Kids of Orange County

All-Parish Screening 
Sunday, March 10

6–7:30 p.m.
Sacquety Hall

The Youth Vestry of St. Wilfrid’s cordially invites you to the 
screening of this riveting and challenging documentary film.

 See and hear firsthand the realities of poverty right here at home.

The Youth Group will be serving these homeless children at their 
school, Project Hope School, in Anaheim this coming spring.

Concession stand provided by St. Wilfrid’s 
Youth Vestry Mission and Outreach Commission.
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St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno 

Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org

Associate Priest 
The Rev. Allison English
allison@stwilfridschurch.org

Parish Administrator 
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org

Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org

Preschool  
Deborah Pratt, Director
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org

Communications/IT Director  
Kent Steinbrenner, Clarion editor
kent@stwilfridschurch.org

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org

Organist   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jason Klein

Senior Warden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Patti Nunn

Junior Warden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tom Wesley

Treasurer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Derek Wimmer

Building & Grounds .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dick Sneary  

Sexton .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amy Wilkerson

18631 Chapel Lane   
Huntington Beach, CA  92646-1831

www.stwilfridschurch.org   

Phone:  (714) 962-7512

Fax: (714) 962-4538

Preschool :  (714) 968-3100           

Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441

Office hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., M–F

Everyday purchases really do help the fund
OUTREACH » SCRIP PROGRAM

Qu e s t ion  of  t h e 
Month:

How do we earn 
money from the scrip pro-
gram?

The church (as a non-profit 
organization) can purchase 
scrip cards at a discount and 
sell them at face value. 

Take a look at the chart 
at the right. By simply plan-
ning ahead on everyday pur-
chases, such as groceries, 
gas, restaurants, clothes, 

entertainment and home 
repair, the average family can 
earn at least $11 a week for 

the Buildings/Grounds Fund. 
As one parishioner said, 

“The best thing about this 

program is I don’t have to do 
anything extra to help earn 
money for the church!”

St. Wilfrid's Preschool’s PTA 
( P a r e n t-Te a c h e r- S t u d e n t 
Association) was requesting 
homemade snowflakes in mid-

December for the students of Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, 
Conn. The PTA was looking to help 
the students of Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary return back to school in January 
by providing a winter wonderland 
at their new school location as they 
returned to their classes following the 
second-deadliest school shooting in 
U.S. history.

The snowflakes were to be placed 
inside the new school before the chil-

dren arrived back in January.
The preschool children here at St. 

Wilfrid’s became part of this act of 
kindness by helping to decorate the 
new school for the children. 

Each teacher at St. Wilfrid’s deco-
rated snowflakes with their students. 
The snowflakes were sent to Newtown 
before Christmas and are now part of a 
massive flood of snowflakes that have 
arrived at the new school. 

 St. Wilfrid’s Preschool families and 
teachers felt the heartache as much as 
all of the rest of the country has—our 
“Snowflakes Project” has become part 
of an effort in healing for all of us!

 

Vendor Type Card 
Value Discount % Card Discount Price Church Profit

Grocery Stores $100 $4–6% $94–$96 $4–$6

Restaurants $100 7%–11% $89–$93 $7–$11

Fast Food $100 3%–10% $90–$97 $3–$10

Discount Stores $100 2%–4% $96–$98 $2–$4

Retail/Clothing Stores $100 4%–13% $87–$96 $4–$13

Gasoline Stations $100 1½%–2½% $97.50–$98.50 $1.50–$2.50

By Debbie Pratt, Preschool Director

Snowflakes decorated for Newtown school
CLASS PROJECT
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FEBRUARY 2013
12th Shrove Tuesday
 Mardi Gras Night (sponsored by the Music 

Guild): 6 p.m., Sacquety Hall
13th Ash Wednesday—Lent begins
 Holy Eucharist with the Imposition of 

Ashes: 7 a.m., 12 noon, and 7:30 p.m., 
Church

16th Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 a.m., 
Sacquety Hall

17th Calendar Meeting: 11:45 a.m., Room 11
          Healing Service: 6 p.m., Church
18th Presidents’ Day: Church office closed.
22nd Vestry Retreat: 6 p.m.., Youth Center
23rd Vestry Retreat: 8:30 a.m.., Youth Center

MARCH 2013
3rd Evensong: 6 p.m., Church
8th Youth Event: 7 p.m. Friday to 8 a.m. 

Saturday, Youth Center
9th Cursillo: 8 a.m., Sacquety Hall
10th Daylight Saving Time begins: Set your clocks 

ahead 1 hour
 Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10:00 a.m., Sacquety 

Hall
 “Hotel Kids” Screening: 6 p.m.,  

Sacquety Hall
12th Vestry Meeting: Sacquety Hall

16th Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast: 8 
a .m ., Sacquety Hall

 Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 am., 
Sacquety Hall

 Christian Formation Meeting and Dinner:  
3 p.m., Sacquety Hall

17th Palm Sunday Rehearsal: 8:30 a.m., Church
          Healing Service: 6 p.m., Church
24th Palm Sunday: The Sunday of the Passion
  The Liturgy of the Palms with Holy 

Eucharist: 7:30 and 10 a.m., Church
 Youth Trip to Museum of Tolerance, 

sponsored by EFLAGS .
27th Service of Reconciliation: 7 p.m., Church
28th Maundy Thursday
 Holy Eucharist: 7 p.m., Church
29th Good Friday
 The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday:  

12 noon, Church
 Public Service of Healing with Prayer 

Stations, 7 p.m., Church
30th Holy Saturday: Easter Sunday Services 

Rehearsal: 9 a.m., Church
31st Easter Day: The Great Vigil of Easter with 

Holy Eucharist: 6 a.m., Church
 Easter Breakfast: 8:15 a.m., Sacquety Hall
 Easter-Egg Hunt: 8:45 a.m., Sacquety Hall
 Holy Eucharist: 10 a.m., Church

St. Wilfrid’s Lenten Calendar

Holy Week and Easter
A T  S T .  W I L F R I D ’ S  C H U R C H

 SUNDAY, March 24 7:30 & 10 a.m.

Palm Sunday
Join as we reënact the Triumphal Entry of 
Jesus and the Lord’s Passion.

 WEDNESDAY, March 27 7 p..m.

Service of Reconciliation
As we move nearer to the cross of Christ, 
this brief service of reflection and prayer 
moves us personally and communally to a 
place of confession and forgiveness.

 THURSDAY, March 28. . 7 p..m.

Maundy Thursday
The three great days, or triduum, begin 
tonight with an intimate service recalling 

Jesus’ last supper, including the washing 
of feet and the stripping of the altar. A 
prayer vigil follows in the chapel through-
out the night until noon on Good Friday. 
Please sign up in the narthex beginning 
March 3 for a one-hour vigil.

 FRIDAY, March 29
12 noon: Solemn Liturgy
7 p.m.: Public Service of Healing 
with Prayer Stations

Good Friday
The most solemn day of our church year, 
we gather to commemorate the crucifixion 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Priests are available on Good Friday, from 
1–4 p.m. to hear confession in the Chapel.

 SUNDAY, March 31 . . . . 6 a..m.

Great Vigil of Easter
In this most ancient liturgy of the Church, 
we begin outside in darkness to light the 
new fire of Easter, processing with the 
light of Christ into the church for a cel-
ebration of our salvation, holy Baptism, 
and Jesus’ victory over death and the 
grave. Easter Breakfast in Sacquety Hall 
from 8:15–9:45 a.m.; Easter Egg Hunt for 
children at 8:45 a.m.

 SUNDAY, March 31 . . . 10 a..m.

Easter Sunday
Festival Choral Eucharist with organ, brass, 
and timpani—a triumphant celebration!
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MARDI
GRAS
CABARET

Jambalaya Dinner, Drinks, Desserts

LIVE MUSIC!  
6 - 8 pm

Fat Tuesday! February 12, 2013
$10 Adults        $5 under Age 18
Get your tickets after church!

A party for the whole parish!

S t .  W i l f r i d  o f  Y o r k  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h 1 8 6 3 1  C h a p e l  L a n e ,  H u n t i n g t o n  B e a c h  C A  9 2 6 4 6


